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Chief Minister for the CII Session on the Eve of
Utkarsh Odisha- Make in Odisha Conclave 2025

Bhubaneswar,27/1(photonewstimes)

In a bid to strengthen Odisha’s
position as a leading industrial hub in
the East, Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi addressed a distinguished
gathering at the Utkarsh Odisha — Make
in Odisha Conclave 2025 in
Bhubaneswar.

The event, supported by the
Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) as the National Industry
Partner, aims to showcase Odisha’s
robust industrial infrastructure, ease =
of doing business, and immense [&§¥:
potential for large-scale job creation.

In this occsation Cm Mohan
Majhi said, A very good evening to
all of you. I am delighted to welcome
all of you here in Bhubaneswar today
on the eve of Utkarsh Odisha - Make in
Odisha Conclave 2025. The role of
Confederation o Indian Industries, as the

National Industry Partner for this event, is
invaluable and we are immensely grateful for

your partnership.

As we look forward to the commencement
of the Make in Odisha Conclave 2025
tomorrow, we are filled with immense
optimism. Today, Odisha is the rising star of
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the East Itis emerging as a key playerin India’s
industrial ecosystem. Odisha stands tall as a
vigorous partner to script success as a means
of its diversified industrial empowerment. It is
the cynosure of solidarity and spirited growth,

with a glittering progress. “

I take this opportunity to invite each one
of you to actively participate in realizing
this vision. Our commitment remains firm,
in ensuring that, Odisha remains a
preferred destination, for both global and
domestic investors.As the Chief Minister,

my primary objective is to create

P massive opportunities for the people,

|espec1a11y our youth. “I am inclined
= to steer the government towards
B creating a conducive business—

_ ambltrous to attract 1ndustrral
@ investments, create jobs and ensure
I sustainable economic growth for the
people of Odisha.““In pursuit of our
vision of a Samrudh Odisha by 2036, we
have taken several initiatives, to position
QOdisha as an industrial hub. “

Utkarsh Odisha Conclave

40 Lakh Ghost Ration Card holders identified

Sets Jan 31 deadline for e-KYC

v
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KYC verification. Around 1.30 lakh
Odia people who are working outside
the state have also done theire-KYC,”
the Minister told media persons.
“Now, around 4040864 people are
yet to complete their e-KYC. We just
have another four days left. They are
requested to complete it before
January 31. If there is a mass
| complaint from consumers, the
government will decide whether to
extend the date or not,” the Minister
added.
}' “Most of the beneficiaries have
died. Many others are living outside

Bhubaneswar,27/1
(photonewstimes):Minister of Food
Suppliers, Consumer Welfare, Krushna
Chandra Patra on Monday said that Odisha
has over 40 lakh ghost ration card holders.
The Minister informed that around
4040864 lakh beneficiaries are yet to
update their e-KYC even as the deadline
nears.The ongoing e-KYC verification
process is set to conclude on January 31.
However, only 88% of the populace has
completed the verification process.

“A total of 3,35,570 crore beneficiaries
were to update their e-KYC. However, till
now only 2.94 crore have done their e-

Prakash Mishra Appointed
Advisor to Odisha CM Majhi

Bhubaneswar,27/1

(photonewstimes): Former IPS
officer Prakash Mishra has been
appointed as the advisor to Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi in the rank of Cabinet
minister.The

General
Administration
and  Public
Grievance
Department
issued a
notification
regarding this.

A 1977-
batch IPS officer, Mishra was the
DGP of Odisha from 2012 to 14.
Before his retirement, the Odisha
cadre IPS officer had served as the
Director General (DG) of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) from 2014 to 2016. He had
joined the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ahead of the simultaneous
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections
in Odisha in 2019.

The former IPS officer had
unsuccessfully contested the 2019
Lok Sabha polls from Cuttack
constituency on a BJP ticket.

the state. Moreover, many are
ineligible beneficiaries. I have
promised that no action will be taken
against them if they surrender
themselves. If they don’t commit
their frauds, we will be forced to take
action later,” he added.Minister Patra
assured the public of swift finalisation
of the process, emphasising the
commitment to transparency and
accuracy in public welfare
programmes. This exercise is critical
for ensuring that entitlements and
services are delivered seamlessly to
eligible recipients, he said.

RG Kar Doctor's
Parents Not Keen On
Death Penalty

Kolkata,27/1 (photonewstimes):The
parents of the woman doctor raped and
killed at Kolkata's RG Kar Hospital last year,
are not keen on the death penalty for the
man held guilty, their lawyer has told the
Calcutta High Court. They, however,
refused to confirm it to reporters. The
woman's parents, however, demanded the
resignation of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, sparking off a massive political
row. The West Bengal government and the
investigating agency - the Central Bureau
of Investigation -- have appealed for death
sentence for the convict. The court will
decide on whose petition it will proceed
with. "The CBI is not working at all and
this proved by the judgement copy of the
Sealdah court. I can't say more than this.
Who will we go to? The state police let us
down and now the CBI is letting us down.
Whom do we go to? I leave it to the judge
of the High Court to decide," the woman's
father told reporters.

Extensive security arrangement
for Prlme Mlnlster Modi's visit

Bhubaneswar, 27/1
(photonewstimes): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to visit
Bhubaneswar on January
28 to inaugurate the
Utkarsh Odisha Conclave,
a key event aimed at
advancing the state’s
socio-economic
development.

PM Modi will arrive at
Bhubaneswar Airport at
10:35 am in a special Air
Force aircraft. From
there, he will travel by
road to Janata Maidan,
where the conclave will
take place from 11:00 am
to 12:30 pm. After the
event, the Prime Minister
will return to the airport
at 12:35 pm, with a
departure scheduled for
12:55 pm, heading back

Chief Secy Manoj Ahuja to Continue
as Chief Resrdent Commissioner

to Delhi. Security will be
a top priority during the
conclave. To ensure the
safety of the Prime
Minister and the smooth
conduct of the event, 60
platoons of police and
over 400 officers will be
deployed. Ahead of the
visit, Bhubaneswar
commissionrate police
have ramped up security
preparations. A full
rehearsal of the Prime
Minister’s motorcade,
following the ‘Blue Book’
guidelines for official
security protocols, was
conducted on Monday.
Traffic management and
route safety measures
have been bolstered, with
the Special Protection
Group (SPG) supervising
the arrangements.

Bhubaneswar,27/1
(photonewstimes):Odisha
Chief Secretary Manoj
Ahuja has been allowed
by the State Government
to remain in additional
charge of Chief Resident
Commissioner,

Government of Odisha,
New Delhi.

Ahuja, a 1990-batch
IAS officer, is also the
Chairman of the Shree

Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) in
Puri. The General

Next 5 years will be

golden period for State

Cuttack, 27/1 (photonewstimes):The
next five years are going to be the
golden period for Odisha’s
infrastructural development, said
Odisha CM Mohan Majhi will taking
part in the 76th Republic Day
celebrations in Cuttack on Sunday.
In his address, CM Majhi said that
the Centre has approved eight railway
lines worth Rs 20,000 crore and the

India is being lauded and recognised
on the global stage. This has brought
massive changes in the social and
economic lives of the people of the
country. Good governance has been
restored in Odisha and the new state
government is working round-the-
clock for the development of people.

“Within 1 hour of taking oath, a
special cabinet was convened and
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work for Rs 73, 000 crore rarlway
projects is currently underway in
Odisha. Four road projects worth Rs
20,000 crore have also been
sanctioned for the state, the CM stated.

“I believe that the next five years
for Odisha will be a golden chapter
for infrastructure development due to
efforts of the Centre and state
government. The double-engine
government will speed up the pace of
development in Odisha. The villages
are the soul of the state and nation.
The state government has decided to
spend around Rs 5000 crore in the next
five years under the Bikashita Gaon
Bikashita Odisha,” said CM Majhi.

Extending wishes on the 76th
Republic Day, Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Majhi said that today is an
important day for all Indians. Today,
we have an opportunity to pay tributes
to all the legendary personalities who
played a crucial role in India’s freedom
struggle and the makers of the
Constitution. In Odisha as well, several
eminent personalities also had played
a champion role and today it is a day
to pay tributes to them.

Our nation is progressing on the
path of development. The people of
the country have upheld the values of
democracy by protecting the
Constitution. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India
has made rapid strides in different
fields and emerged as a powerful
nation in the world, said CM Majhi.

In his address, CM Majhi said that

Administration and Public
Grievance Department
issued a notification
confirming this additional
charge.

“Manoj Ahuja, Chief
Secretary, Odisha and

working Chairman of Department on Monday.
Shree Jagannath Temple Padhi will succeed
Managing Committee, Retired IAS AdityaPrasad
Puri is allowed to remain  Padhi as the State Election

in an additional charge of
Chief Resident
Commissioner,
Government of Odisha,
New Delhi,” read the
notification issued by
General Administration
and Public Grievance
Department on January

Commissioner, Odisha.”In
pursuance of clause (I) of
Article 243-K of the|
Constitution of India, the Governor of Odisha is pleased
to appoint Shri Madhusudan Padhi, IAS (Retd.) as State
Election Commissioner, Odisha.Madhusudan Padhi
served the Odisha Government on different capabilities.
He occupied prominent positions as Transport
Commissioner, Principal Secretary in E&IT Department.

four key decisions 1nclud1ng the
opening of all four gates of Puri
Srimandir, Rs 500 crore corpus fund,
Subhandra Yojana and paddy MSP-
were taken. Since then, the Odisha
government has been ensuring that it
works for the development of the
state and its people,” the CM said.

Over 80 lakh women beneficiaries
have received the first phase of
financial benefits under the Subhadra
Yojana till now. The remaining
beneficiaries will get the financial
assistance soon and the second
instalment will be released in March.

Nearly 70 per cent of the
population is engaged in the
agriculture sector. Odisha
government has hiked the paddy MSP
and provided assistance of Rs 291
crore towards crop loss due to
unseasonal rain. This shows the
commitment of the state government
towards the farmers. From next
month, nearly 3.5 crore people will
be included under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme. The scheme will also
be extended to the Odia’s staying
outside the state.

Massive scope has been created
for investments in Odisha in various
sectors. The government is
committed to bringing about an
industrial revolution by utilising the
mineral resources. This will benefit the
youths as massive jobs will be created,
said CM Mohan Majhi in his address.

State Govt Appoints Madhusudan Padhi

as State Election Commissioner

Bhubaneswar,27/1
Governor of Odisha Shri Hari Babu Kambhampati
appointed former IAS officer Madhusudan Padhi
as the State Election
Commission of
Odisha.The notice was
issued by the Panchayati
Raj and Drinking Water

(photonewstimes):The

24. He superannuated in October 2022.



Hina Khan revealed ahout the
'hest human in her life’ - find
out who sstolen her heart!

'ﬂ:—?"

Hina Khan has become an inspiration for many as
she has been so bravely battling stage 3 breast cancer.
However, now the Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata actress
took to her social media to reveal the ‘best human in
her life’ who stood by her during these testing times.
Hina Khan penned a long appreciation post for her
boyfriend Rocky Jaiswal on her Instagram handle.
Dropping a string of pictures from their time together,
she wrote, “For the Best Human I know! He shaved
his head when I shaved and he only let them grow
when mine started growing back. To the man who
looks after my soul, To the man who always says I
GOT YOU.

The actress further shed light on the challenges faced
by the couple together, “To the man who is always
by my side even if there are hundred reasons to give
up... To this selfless man who only knows how to
hold on.

we have been with each other through so much...
through every thick and thin. We truly have lived a
lifetime together and have stood with each other.
From seeing through the toughest of times when we
faced challenges in health during the pandemic. We
both lost our fathers and cried and consoled each
other. From the day he broke the news to me to the
day, we were anxiously counting the seconds before
our Pet Scans. From preparing a list of questionnaires
before we met any of the doctors to doing his side of
the research so that he can make sure I am going
ahead in the right direction. From the day we started
the chemo to this very day when I am going through
my radiation he has been my guiding light. From
cleaning me up to dressing me up, he’s done itall...He
has created a field of impenetrable Protection Around
me.”

Hina Khan concluded by calling bf Rocky Jaiswal a
blessing, “All my Doctors and Hospital staff often
tell him THIS...Aur aaj mai bhi bolti hoon-I wish
such blessing of a MAN is in every woman’s life.”

In the meantime, Hina Khan last appeared on the
web series Griha Laxmi.

Meet viral girl Naomika Saran
eranddaughter of Rajesh
Khanna, Dimple Kapadia

Actor Akshay Kumar’s latest film Sky Force was
released January 24, and its premiere in Mumbai saw
the presence of several big names from the film
industry. Among the attendees was Dimple Kapadia,
who was accompanied by her granddaughter,
Naomika Saran. Naomika quickly became the center
of attention, with a video of her going viral on social
media.For the event, Naomika wore a black
sleeveless peplum top paired with denim jeans, and
her appearance sparked widespread discussion
online. Photos and videos of her from the premiere
quickly gained traction, with fans showering her with
compliments for her stylish look.Naomika Saran is
the granddaughter of legendary Hindi film star Rajesh
Khanna and actress Dimple Kapadia. She is the
daughter of Rinke Khanna, Rajesh and Dimple’s
younger daughter, and her husband Samir Saran. Like
her mother, Rinke also ventured into the film industry,
though she later stepped away from it after marriage.
Naomika is currently pursuing her studies in London.

Cinema

Twinkle Khanna Speaks Out in
Support of Kareena Kapoor Khan

Author Twinkle Khanna,
wife of Hindi film
superstar Akshay Kumar,
has defended actress
Kareena Kapoor Khan
following allegations that
she was intoxicated
during the recent
stabbing incident
involving her husband,
Saif Ali Khan.

Khanna  took to
Instagram Sunday to
express her thoughts,
criticizing society’s
tendency to blame wives
for any issues related to
their husbands. In her
post, she highlighted the
recurring pattern of
blaming women in public
relationships for their
partners’ actions or
circumstances.

“This Sunday it’s all
about why wives are not
considered number 1
except when it comes to
taking the blame,”
Khanna wrote. “After an
actor was stabbed,
ridiculous  rumours
swirled that his wife
hadn’t been at home or
had been too intoxicated
to help him during the
assault. People just
enjoyed shifting the
blame onto the wife, an
all-too-familiar pattern.”
Khanna pointed out other

examples of women
being unfairly blamed in
similar situations, such as
Yoko Ono during the
Beatles’ split, Melania
Trump facing criticism
for her husband’s
policies, and Anushka
Sharma being blamed
when Virat Kohli gets
out. She emphasized that
this issue affects not only
high-profile couples but
also women in everyday
life.

“If your husband gains
too much weight, you're
not taking care of his
health; if he loses too
many kilos, you’re not
feeding him well. If he’s
caring, they’ll claim
you’ve manipulated him;

if he’s indifferent, they’ll
blame you for not
handling him right,” she
wrote. “In this context, I
suppose it’s accurate to
say that behind every
man, loser or leader,
stands a woman who is
about to be vilified, at the
drop of a hat, or with it
firmly on her head.”

Khanna also discussed
how she feels about
being referred to as a
“star wife,” describing
her annoyance at the
label. “Sitting for an
interview, I am asked,
“You are a star wife; tell
us what it’s like?” While
my first instinct is to bite
the reporter’s index
finger, I reply, ‘I am not

sure that an entity like

‘star wife’ exists..."”” she
shared.

She added that she is
often blamed for

differences in political
views between her and
her husband. “It’s almost
like people believe he
isn’t my husband but a
toddler who will listen to
me when I say, ‘Beta ji,
please walk on the left
side of the road, and I will
give you a Frooti,” she
quipped.

Khanna’s remarks come
as part of an ongoing
debate about the scrutiny
women in the public eye
face and the expectations
placed upon them.

SRK predicted Deepika Padukone's entry in 'Smgham during 'Chennai Express'

On the 11th anniversary
of 'Chennai Express’,
Deepika Padukone shared
anostalgic video with Shah
Rukh Khan. SRK seems
to have predicted her
future role in 'Singham'.
On August 8, 2024
‘Chennai Express’
completed its 11th year
since release. On the
special day, actor Deepika
Padukone shared a
throwback video, capturing
the behind-the-scene
scenes that she and
superstar Shah Rukh Khan
engaged in.What is
interesting in the video is
that Shah Rukh Khan
seems to have predicted
that Deepika will someday
be a part of Rohit Shetty’s
‘Singham’, and ‘Kalki 2989

AD’ actor also manifested
it by doing the famous
‘Singham’ gesture.

In the video, the audience
gets a glimpse of the fun
that Deepika Padukone
and Shah Rukh Khan
engaged in. At one point in
the video, Padukone even
asks SRK if he is a ‘macho
babe’, to which he quickly
responds with a ‘no’. She
also shared some cute
moments with

Farah

choreographer
Khan, who had given her
the first break with ‘Om
Shanti Om’.

Captioning it, Deepika

Padukone wrote, “How
many times do you think
I’ve had to repeat this
dialogue!? Sahi jawaab ko
milega ‘Ek Bakwaas
Dictionary’ (The right
answer will get a useless
dictionary)!!!” Here is the
video:Last year, on the

. read,

film’s 10th anniversary, she
had written a long post that
“They say that
comedy is the most difficult
genre for an actor. So
when I was offered
‘Chennai Express’, [ knew
I'had a daunting challenge
ahead of me. And while it
took me a little while to find
Meenama, a process that
is extremely lonely and
often times frightening,
I’m grateful that we
were able to create a
character that is not only
synonymous with the
movie, but also one that
continues to receive an
abundance of love till this
date (sic)." She also
made Ranveer Singh say
the ‘bakwaas dictionary’
dialogue.
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Sky Force box ofﬁce Day
2: Akshay Kumar, Veer
Pahariya's film takes off

well

Actor Akshay Kumar's Sky Force is
performing well at the box office. After
witnessing a decent opening on Friday, the film
saw a steep hike in numbers on the second
day. Based on true events, Sky Force is about
the deadly Indo-Pak war in 1965.

Sky Force opened at Rs 15.30 crore on the
opening day. The film saw a steep jump in
Day 2 numbers, earning Rs 26.30 crore on
the first Saturday. The film's total tally stands

at Rs 41.60 crore.

Positive word-of-mouth coupled with the
Republic Day weekend could be the main
causes behind the film's growth at the box
office. The numbers on Sunday are expected
to be rather impressive, predicts trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. The weekend total is expected
to hit Rs 70 crore-mark at the box office. The
film's numbers are only expected to fly hereon,
crossing Rs 100 crore within the first week.
Sky Force's positive box office numbers lays
a solid foundation for the Hindi film industry
in 2025, making up for a slow 2024.

The film's success was important, especially
for Akshay Kumar, after his series of flops in
the past few years. Taran Adarsh spoke to
India Today Digital about the performance of
the actor's past few releases. He said, "Last
year, Akshay did 4-5 films or had 4-5 releases
where all the films belonged to the same genre
and were no different from each other. Sarfira
was a very towering performance, as was
Khel Khel Mein, which was very well done.
I'm not denying that. But when a movie doesn't
work, it just doesn't work."

'"Tauba Tauba' fever: Revisiting
Bollywood songs that left internet groovy

Here's a look at how and

why  the internet
embraces the viral
Bollywood dance

numbers like Vicky
Kaushal's "Tauba
Tauba', Katrina Kaif's
'Kala Chashma', and
others.

What makes a song go
viral on the internet?
There's no formula to
make a song go viral. It's
about this whole package
- of music, lyrics, dance,
who's performing it and
how it's being presented.
Like everything else in
the creative business, a
good video has to click
with the audience. For it
to go viral, it has to
appeal to all kinds of
audience - even those
who usually don't
consume that kind of
content. "Tauba Tauba', a
new song from the
Bollywood film 'Bad
Newz' has done just the
same.

It has instantly crawled
up the top chartbusters'
list and even though it is
just all about the glam,
with a very sexualised
Vicky Kaushal, it's a hit
among the audience. So
much so that he has got
newfound popularity
among the heartland
audience, known for
never holding back their
craze for a scintillating
dance number.

"Tauba Tauba' has music
by Punjabi singer Karan
Aujla, and it is
choreographed by Bosco
Martis. Interestingly, it
does a great deal of
glorifying a woman's
beauty, referring to Triptii
Dimri in the video, but
ends up highlighting
Vicky as the very
definition of 'tall, dark,
handsome'. Vicky's tryst
with Punjabi music and
his casual dance moves
have made many videos
go viral on Instagram

before, but this time, he

seems almost
unstoppable. The
choreography does

justice in utilising the
actor's full potential as a
dancer in a never-seen-
before fashion.

While the popularity of
'Tauba Tauba' can be
largely attributed to the
actor's ever-growing
charm, it is also the vibe
that it exudes. When a
trend rises on social media,

it breaks down into many
forms of entertainment, but
the vibe remains the same.
You could be a failure at
dancing, nowhere near to
Vicky's smooth-like-
butter-moves, but if you
could still manage to match
the mood of the song, your
jobis done.

‘Tauba Tauba' is also one
of those dance numbers
which is brilliantly made to
please the female gaze, as
opposed to your regular

il l.ﬂ

dance numbers where the
'Chikni Chamelis' and the
‘Sheelas' of the world are
objectified to satisfy the
male gaze. It puts the onus
of glamourising the screen
on a man's shoulder, and
he never disappoints.

Every time a Bollywood
song has taken the internet
by storm, it hasn't just been
done casually. It was back
in 2015 when it all began.
Salman Khan decided to
give his audience a double

dose of 'Prem' on-
screen. It was Sonam
Kapoor's graceful
moves on the song
'Prem Ratan Dhan
Payo' which made
everyone sit up, take
notice, and try it again
and again till they got
them right. So, we
didn't  just get
influencers, but also
the brides, the
bridesmaids  and
everyone who could
keep their timidity at
bay, grooving to the
song with their waist
out hands up. The
popularity of the

song made the
singer, Palak
Muchhal, an

overnight star, and
Sonam, who was not
known for her dance
until then, a
quintessential
demure Bollywood
heroine.
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Padma awardees meet CM Mohan Charan Majhl, express gratltude for honorarium ¢

Bhubaneswar,
(photonestimes): Chlef
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi on Saturday met
some Padma awardees at
his official residence here
and discussed ways to
preserve and promote the
rich cultural heritage of
the state.

Informing about the
meeting on his X handle,
the chief minister said, “It
was a privilege to meet and
interact with Padma Shri
awardees Dr Jitendra
Haripal, Shri Chaturbhuj
Meher, Shri Pramod
Bhagat, Shri Sudarshan
Sahoo, and other
esteemed dignitaries.”

The chief minster said

.E__-ﬂ

as a mark of respect for
their remarkable
contributions, the state
government has introduced
an honorarium pension of
Rs 30,000 for all Padma
Shri winners.

“I was deeply humbled
by their appreciation for this
initiative, which recognises
their dedication and
achievements. During our
discussions, we explored
ways to preserve and
promote Odisha’s rich
cultural heritage. I greatly
value the insightful
suggestions shared by these
luminaries and reaffirm my
commitment to advancing
our glorious traditions and
culture,” Majhi said.

‘Identify no-mining zones for judicious BJP names pre51dents for 23 organlsatlonal dlstrlcts in Odisha
use of natural resources in State’

Bhubaneswar,
(photonestimes): Alleging
unmindful utilisation of
fossil fuel and mineral
resources,
environmentalists and
activists on Saturday
demanded immediate
identification of no-

mining zones for
protection of
environment and
sustainable wuse of

natural resources in the
state.They also urged
CM Mohan Charan
Majhi and the state
government to bring
legislation to protect
D e omal i1,
Gandhamardan,
Niyamgiri and other
precious hills for future

generations.
Lok Shakti Abhiyan
president Prafulla

Samantara alleged that
fossil fuel and mineral
blocks in the state are

being auctioned without
holding gram sabhas.
“Around 25 blocks of
coal, iron ore and
bauxite have already
been auctioned, while
some others are in the
process of being given
away to bidders. The
government must
immediately stop it and
revoke all the previous
auctions done this way,”

Samantara said
underlining that the state
government has a

constitutional obligation

to protect people’s
interests.
“The Mineral

(Auction) Rules, 2015
under MMDRA, 1957
require the  state
government to ensure
compliance of Article

244 and the fifth
Schedule and sixth
schedules of  the

Constitution of India,

the PESA Act, 1996 and
the Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Act,
2006 (FRA). Therefore,
it must ensure that the
process of auction of
mining leases is fully
compliant with the
constitutional and
statutory laws,” he said.

Samantara and others
alleged that stress on
expediting clearances for
major projects including
mining and energy in the
PRAGATI meetings, chaired
by the PM, prompts state
authorities to bypass
statutory processes of
decision-making in matters
related to forest and other
marginalised communities
protected under the
constitutional provisions of
fifth and sixth schedule,
PESA and Forest Rights Act.

Kiran Chandra Patra honored

Rayagada,
(photonestimes): Kiran
Chandra Patra, a resident
of Kashinagar, was
honored with the
Governor's medal. Sri
Patra, the youngest son of

i

the retired head master,
late Balaram Patra, who
lives near Kashinagar
Forest junction , Gajapati
district, was selected by
the Odisha government to
be honored with the

Governor's Medal for the
year 2021 in recognition
of his work efficiency,
dedication and honesty
while working in the police
department at Rayagada
district.

On the occasion of the
76th Republic Day in the
country today, Kiran
Chandra Patra was
felicitated with a medal by
the Governor of Odisha
Hon'ble Haribabu
Kambhampati in the
presence of Hon'ble Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi .The people of
Kashinagar along with
their family, friends and
relatives are happy and
honored for this honour.

Bhubaneswar,
(photonestimes): The
state unit of the BJP on
Saturday announced
names of newly elected
presidents of 23 out of 37
organisational districts.
The party is now a step
away to become eligible to
participate in the election
of national president after
election of the state party
president which is likely
before the end of this
month. Prominent among
the 14 organisational
districts which failed to

arrive at a consensus for
selecting a common
candidate for the post of
president include Angul,

Bhadrak, Jajpur,
Jharsuguda, Khurda,
Nayagarh, Gajapati,
Rayagada and

Subarnapur.“We have
communicated to the
party’s national
returning officer for
Odisha election Sanjay
Jaiswal about the
election of the 23 district
presidents. It is now for
the central election

committee of the BJP to
decide a date for holding
election of the state
president. In all
possibility, a date will be
finalised soon,” said a
state BJP functionary in
charge of election.
Meanwhile, the party
has completed election
to about 815 out of 1052
mandal (block)
committees, the
functionary said.Senior
BJP leader Samir
Mohanty was the last
elected to the post of the

state BJP president on
January 16, 2020 and
continued in the post till
March 23, 2023. The
party decided to defer the
organisational election
due to 2024 general
election but replaced
Mohanty by two-time
president and former
minister Manmohan
Samal who is continuing
on an ad-hoc basis.As
per the party constitution,
organisational election of
the BJP is held every
three years.

112 students of Khatiguda JNV takenill due to suspected gastroenteritis

Jeypore, (ENS): As many
as 112 students of
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya (JNV) in
Khatiguda of
Nabarangpur district have
taken ill due to a suspected
gastroenteritis outbreak
putting the school and
health administrations on
their toes.

As per sources, some

students, after having
lunch on Thursday
complained of loose
motion and vomiting. The
matter took a serious turn
after several others began

showing similar
symptoms.
Subsequently, on

getting information from
the school authorities
medical teams

Tentulikhunti CHC and
Nabarangpur district
headquarters hospital
reached the school and
began their treatment.

Of the 112 students,
condition of nine
deteriorated following
which they were rushed
to the Tentulikhunti CHC
for treatment. The health
administration,

meanwhile, sent special
medical teams to the
school on Saturday for
monitoring of the
situation.

Sources said while
condition of most
students 1is currently
stable, a few others have
been showing post
gastroenteritis symptoms.

Fearless Indla
meet wobbly
England

Rajkot: The
Suryakumar Yadav-
led India will lock
horns with Jos
Buttler's England in
the third T20I of the
five-match series
which will be played
at the Niranjan Shah
Stadium in Rajkot on
Tuesday, January 28.
India will look to
secure an early 3-0
victory over England
in their ongoing five-
match T20I series on
Tuesday, having won
the first two matches.
A confident India will be
looking to clinch the five-
match series against England
by winning the Rajkot
match on Tuesday. India
thrashed England by seven
wickets in the first T20I in
Kolkata before a nail-biting
two-wicket win in Chennai.
Fifteen wins and two losses
in 17 T20Is since winning
the T20 World Cup last
June has made India almost
impenetrable in the format.
This despite having to mix
and match their players,
owing to the cramped
cricket calendar. It's scary to
imagine what they can
achieve if Jasprit Bumrah
and Kuldeep Yadav are back
in the mix. Under
Suryakumar Yadav, there's
a settled look to the squad
that it's hard to see how
Yashasvi Jaiswal, one of their
first-choice batters, slots in
after the kind of
performances Abhishek
Sharma and Sanju Samson
have been putting in. There's
fearlessness that stems from
the freedom they're reveling
in under their captain.

Rs 5 lakh crore investment proposals expected at Utkarsh Odisha

Bhubaneswar,
(photonestimes): With
only two days to go for
Utkarsh Odisha: Make-in-
Qdisha conclave, the first
investors summit of BJP
government in the state,
Industries minister
Sampad Chandra Swain
on Saturday said 16
countries have confirmed
their participation in the
flagship programme.
“We have already
received confirmation
from 16 countries for
their participation in the
programme. Over 100
representatives
comprising consulate
generals and top business

leaders from countries [°
like Singapore,
Malaysia, Australia,
Vietnam, Italy, Belarus,
United Kingdom, South
Africa, Rwanda, El
Salvador, Zimbabwe,
Nepal and Kazakhstan are
expected. An estimated
7,500 delegates will be
attending the event,”

Swain said. He said [z~ -
industry captains like LN |- =
Miittal, Kumar Mangalam |- -

Modi, Swain said at amedia
briefing here before the
event. He said the state
government has set a
target  to  attract
investment worth °5 lakh
crore during the two-day
event. “We will let you
know about the total
investment promised
by domestic as well as
overseas investors on
the last day.”

The conclave is
meticulously designed

Birla, Anil Agarwal, Sajjan =
Jindal, Naveen Jindal, Karan @ driving force to realise the
Adaniand TV Narendranare  dream of adeveloped Odisha
scheduled to attend the by 2036 as envisioned by
summit. Chief Minister Mohan Charan
The two-day conclave Majhi under the guidance of

from January 28 to 29 will be

Prime Minister Narendra

to offer key networking
opportunities, fostering
collaboration between
global industry leaders,
policy makers and
investors.

“Apart from
mineral-based
industries our focus
will be on investment
in sectors like
chemical industry,
textile  industry,
renewable and green
energy and IT,
semiconductor, skill
development and
food processing.
These sectors will
contribute
significantly  to
building the industrial
infrastructure of the
state and create more
employment for the
youth,” Swain said.

East Coast Railway Celebrates 76th Republic Day with Remarkable A chievements

Bhubaneswar,
(photonestimes):East
Coast Railway (ECoR)
celebrated the 76th
Republic Day at its
headquarters in Bhubaneswar,
where General Manager Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal
unfurling the National Flag
extended warm greetings to all
Railway personnel on this
auspicious occasion. He
emphasized that Republic Day

is a time to reaffirm our

commitment to serving the
nation, preserving the values
enshrined in the Constitution,
and fostering peace, harmony,
and democratic principles
across the country.

Onthis significantoccasion,
the General Manager shared
key achievements by ECoR
during the current financial year,
highlighting remarkable
milestonesinrailway operations,

infrastructure development,

and passenger services. ECoR
has successfully achieved a
historic loading milestone of
over 200 MT, the highest
among all railway zones,
reaching this accomplishment
inarecord 290days—five days
earlier than the previous year.
ECoR has continued to
prioritize passenger welfare and
safety. Inthe current year, 1,781
special trains were operated,

including 12 Kumbh Mela
Specials. Additionally, 4,545
coaches were added to regular
trains to accommodate
seasonal demand. Six pairs of
trains were introduced with
modem LHB rakes, improving
passenger comfort and safety.
During the 2024 Rath Yatra,
ECoR staff, particularly from
the Khurda Road Division,
delivered exceptional serviceby
operating 321 special trainsand
serving approximately 15 lakh
devotees.

ECoR has made
significant progress in
infrastructure development,
completing 276 km of new
lines, doubling, and multi-
tracking during the year.
Notable projects include the
Khurda Road-Balangir new
rail line and various
electrification initiatives. The
zone has also made strides
in tunneling and
commissioning several
public-centric projects,
including the Bargarh Road-
Nuapada Road new line and
road-over-bridge
constructions to enhance
mobility and safety.

Safety remains a top
priority for ECoR, with
significant improvements
made to ensure safe and
efficient train operations. Key
achievements include the
commissioning of new
Electronic Interlocking
Systems, the installation of
HotAxle Box Detectors, and
the successful completion of
a Full-Scale Joint Disaster
Management Exercise.
Additionally, ECoR has
announced the construction
of 170 Road Over Bridges
(ROBs), with five ROBs
and three Foot Over Bridges
(FOBs) completed this
financial year. ECoR also
eliminated 18 manned level
crossings and
commissioned 20 ROBs
and 75 Railway Under
Bridges (RUBs) in the
same period.
Furthermore, 225 km of
Through Rail Renewals
and 351 km of Through
Sleeper Renewals have
been completed.

General Manager Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal
concluded the Republic

Bl

Leell

pril KT
w rigrandd

Day celebrations by
congratulating all railway

personnel and their
families for their
unwavering dedication,
hard work, and

commitment in achieving
these historic milestones.
ECoR, on this Republic
Day, reaffirms its ongoing
commitment to excellence
in railway services, safety,
and infrastructure

development, continuing to
contribute to the nation’s
progress.

All Principal Heads of
the Departments of ECoR
along with Additional
General Manager Shri
Mohes Kumar Behera,
senior officials & staff
and East Coast Railway
Women’s Welfare
Organisation
(ECoRWWO) President

il U
R | s
ANY
et
Smt Kavita
Funkwal were

present during
the occasion. A
cultural
programme was
also organized by
the School
Children and
Volunteers of
Bharat Scouts &
Guides to mark
the occasion.
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Glimpses of 76th Republic Day Parade at Kartavya Path, in New Delhi . (PIC: PIB)

4 Army Soldiers Injured After Vehicle ''Matter Of Time Entire Country..."': Veep After
Uttarakhand Adopts Uniform Civil Code

Skids Off Road In

J a m m u ,
(photonewstimes):Four
Army soldiers were
injured on Monday in a
road accident in Jammu
and Kashmir's Poonch
district, officials said.
Officials added that an
Army vehicle skidded off
the road at Gantar Morh
in the Sunjian area of
Poonch and overturned
after dropping into a ditch.
"The injured soldiers
were immediately
evacuated with the help of
local people and shifted to
hospital for treatment,"
officials said.On
December 24 last year,
five soldiers were killed
and eight injured in a road
accident in Poonch district

-

when an Army vehicle
skidded off the road and
dropped into a deep
gorge.

The Army and the
security forces have
increased vigil along the
Line of Control and the
hinterland after terrorists
carried out some terrorist
attacks in the last quarter
of 2024.0n October 20,
2024, two terrorists
entered the worker's
camp in Gagangir area of
Ganderbal district.

Seven civilians,
including six non-local
workers of an

infrastructure company
and a local doctor were
killed in that attack.

One of the two

J&K

's Poonch

terrorists involved in
Gagangir attack was later
killed by the security
forces in Harwan area of
Srinagar.

On October 24, 2024,
terrorists ambushed an
Army vehicle in the
Botapathri area of
Gulmarg, killing three
Army soldiers and two
civilian porters.

On November 2 last
year, terrorists hurled a
grenade at the busy
Sunday Market near the
tourist reception centre in
Srinagar, killing a 42-year-
old mother of three
children and injuring 11
other civilians.

The Jammu and
Kashmir Police later
arrested the terrorist
associates, who had
hurled the grenade. They
belonged to the Ikhrajpora
locality of Srinagar city.

All these attacks were
carried out by the
terrorists after peaceful,
people-participative Lok
Sabha and Assembly
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir.Intelligence agencies
believe that the handlers of
terrorism sitting across the
border in Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir directed terrorists to
carry out those attacks after
getting unnerved by the
people's participation in the
democratic process in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Bipini Majhi of Rayagada District

Rayagada

(photonewstimes)
:Differently-abled Bipini Majhi from
Bilamal village in Kashipur block of
Rayagada district was honored on the
76th Republic Day during the district-
level celebrations held at Govind
Chandra Dev Stadium in the district
headquarters. Bipini Majhi was
recognized by the district administration
for winning a silver medal in the 400-

Honored on 76th Republic Day

meter para-athletics race. The honor
was presented by Minister Shri Mukesh
Mahali.The President of the RBMS ,
Shishir Raul, and Secretary Amrendra Nath
expressed their ongoing dedication to the
welfare of differently-abled individuals.
They also conveyed their gratitude to the
district administration for their continuous
support and efforts in empowering the
differently-abled community.

New Delhi,
(photonewstimes): One
state has made Uniform
Civil Code or UCC a
reality and it is only a
matter of time that the
"entire country will have
similar legislation",
underscored Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

Uttarakhand has
become the first state in
India to implement a
Uniform Civil Code,
aiming to simplify and
standardize personal laws
related to marriage,
divorce, succession, and
inheritance.Goa, the
beach resort state, is the
only part of the country
that already had a
common civil code -
introduced when it was
still a Portuguese colony.

"We are in a joyous
mood  today. The
beginning of the last
quarter of the century of
adoption of the Indian
Constitution has taken
place with 'Dev Bhoomi'
Uttarakhand making

Uniform Civil Code a
reality. Article 44 of the
Constitution ordains that
the State shall endeavour
to secure for the citizens
a Uniform Civil Code
throughout the territory of
India. One state has done
it. I'm sure it will be a
matter of time that the
entire country will have
similar legislation," said
the Vice President,
addressing a Rajya Sabha
Internship Programme.
The Act applies to all
residents of Uttarakhand,
except Scheduled Tribes
and protected authority-
empowered persons and
communities."Today,
post-independence,
Uttarakhand has become
the first state in the
country to implement a
Uniform Civil Code. A
portal has been prepared
for registration. It has just
started... Today is a historic
day... and 27th January will
be celebrated as UCC
Diwas every year," said
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami."This code is

ke

ety
not against any sect or
religion. Through this, a
way has been found to get
rid of evil practices in the
society," added Mr Dhami.
Asking how can anyone
oppose Uniform Civil Code,
the Vice President urged the
people to study the debates

of the Constituent
Assembly.
"Study how many times

the Supreme Court of the
country has so indicated,"
said the Vice President.
"Some people, out of
ignorance, are criticizing

the Uniform Civil Code.
How can we criticize
something which is
mandate of the Indian
Constitution, an ordainment
emanating from our
founding fathers,
something that has to bring
about gender equality?" the
Vice President said.

In December, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
told Rajya Sabha that every
state with a BIJP
government would bring in
the Civil Code the way it
was done in Uttarakhand.

B

The promise of the
UCC was included in
the BJP's election
manifesto for the
2024 Lok Sabha
Elections.Other BJP-
ruled states such as
Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh have
signalled plans to bring
in their own civil
codes.Muslim
leaders say the UCC
challenges Islamic
laws on divorce,
marriage and
inheritance.

Amit Shah Visits Maha Kumbh With Family, Takes Holy Dip In Sangam

Prayagraj,
(photonewstimes): Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
reached Prayagraj on
Monday to participate in
the Maha Kumbh
celebrations. He took the
holy dip at Triveni
Sangam, flanked by
several Hindu saints and
seers, and offered prayers
to God. Earlier, the Home
Minister took a boat ride
to reach the Arali ghat and
was accompanied by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minsiter
Yogi Adityanath and his
deputies KP Maurya and

Brajesh Pathak.
The beaming visuals
from Maha Kumbh

showed Amit Shah
greeting and waving to the
crowd as he proceeded
towards the Ganga ghat.
Hours before leaving
for Prayagraj, the Home
Minister also wrote on X,
"Mahakumbh is a unique
symbol of the

uninterrupted flow of
Sanatan culture.""Kumbh
reflects our eternal
philosophy of life based on
harmony. Today, I am
eager to take a dip in the
confluence and seek the
blessings of the saints in
this great festival of unity
and integrity in the holy city

of Prayagraj," he added.
The Home Minister on
aday-long visit to the holy
city, is expected to hold
meetings with Hindu saints
and seers. According to a
release from the
Mahakumbh Media
Centre, the Home Minister
will also visit Bade

Hanuman Ji Temple and
Abhayvat after the holy
bath. He is also expected
to meet the Maharaj and
other saints of Juna Akhara
and have lunch with them.

His schedule also
includes visits to Guru
Sharananand Ji's Ashram,
where he will meet Guru

Sharananand Ji and
Govind Giri Ji
Maharaj, and conclude
his visit with a meeting
with the
Shankaracharyas of
Sringeri, Puri, and
Dwaraka.Mr Shah's
holy dip in Sangam
comes days after the
entire UP cabinet led
by Yogi Adityanath
took a holy dip at the
Sangam.The Maha
Kumbh is witnessing a
huge surge of devotees
and pilgrims for the
two-month-long
festival.On the day of
Makar Sankranti alone,
over 3.5 crore devotees
including seers and
saints took a bath in the
Ganga. For the first
time, Shankaracharya
of all the four Peethas
was present at Maha
Kumbh and Yogi
Adityanath also met
them.

WINTER GAMES-2023 BY EANT COANT RAILWAY SPORTS ASSOCIATION, KHURDA ROAD.

Jatni,27/1(photonewstimes):
departmental Volleyball and Basket Ball
Tournaments.“East coast Railway Sports
association, Khurda Road is organising Winter
games-2025 for Railway employees and for their
wards, at East Coast Railway Sports Complex,
Khurda Road. The winter games-2025 was
inaugurated by Shri H.S.Bajwa, Divisional Railway
Manager, Khurda Road and Smt Gursimran Kaur,
President, East Coast Railway Women’s welfare
Organization (ECORWWO). On this occassion,
Shri Himadri Bhusan Biswal, Sports officer and
Sr.Divisional Finance Manager, Khurda Road was
present along with other branch officers and East
Coast Railway Women's Welfare Organization

Inter-

members.*

In "Winter Games-2025" various
types of Indoor and Outdoor games like Lawn
Tennis, Badminton, Carrom, Chess, Table Tennis
etc will be conducted for the Railway employees
and for their wards of different age groups.
More than 270 Rly employees and their wards
were registered for these games. “The Winter
games will continue up to 30th January 2025.
Simultaneously Inter-departmental Volleyball and
Basket Ball tournaments will be organized
between the different departments of the
division. *“ All the games and tournaments will
be co-ordinated by Md.Zakiruddin, Sports
secretary and the by the members of Sports
Association, Khurda Road.
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